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The IBM Systems Journal, like other professional 
journals, uses peer review as part of the process of 
determining which  manuscripts to publish. In review- 
ing the manuscript of a  paper,  three  or more ref- 
erees provide an evaluation; at least one of the ref- 
erees is not affiliated  with IBM. Referees also evaluate 
the manuscripts of essays and technical forum ar- 
ticles. 

The referees voluntarily contribute their time and 
expertise to provide extremely valuable advice con- 
cerning a manuscript. They focus mainly on its  va- 
lidity,  its  value to our readers, whether it should be 
published, and how  it  might be improved by the  au- 

thors. The referees are anonymous to  the  authors 
so that they can offer candid advice and criticisms 
about the manuscripts. Although this procedure is 
intended  to foster objectivity,  it  limits the recogni- 
tion that  the referees receive for their vital  work. 
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