Referees

In determining which manuscripts to publish, the
IBM Systems Journal follows the practice of most
professional journals: peers of authors serve as
referees to review manuscripts. Three or more
referees evaluate each manuscript during a re-
view for which usually at least one of the referees
is not affiliated with IBM. The recommendations
of the referees provide critical advice for the de-
cision on whether to publish a manuscript.

Referees voluntarily contribute their time and ex-
pertise to ensure the validity and value of manu-
scripts selected for publication. As a direct result,
readers are presented with worthwhile material
that meets the criteria of the Journal. Reviews by

the referees are anonymous when given to au-
thors so that those offering advice, criticism, or
comments about the manuscripts can be candid.
This procedure is intended to maintain objectiv-
ity, but it also limits the recognition that referees
receive for their vital work.

Because of their importance to our publication
process, we periodically express our appreciation
publicly to the referees. Thus, on behalf of our
contributors and readers, we thank those listed
below, who served as referees and completed re-
views from March 1989 through March 1993. We
apologize for any inadvertent omissions.
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