
The first paper in this issue of the Systems Journal continues the 
exploration of telecommunications topics initiated in previous is- 
sues with a description of a communications network manage- 
ment program. Also included in this issue  are papers presenting 
some of the new  software systems of the 8100 Information Sys- 
tem and reviews of two recent books on  queuing theory and  mod- 
eling of computer performance. 

With the growth in computer networks and large communica- 

to the management and control of these environments is becom- 
ing more evident. The concept of communications network man- 
agement is to provide an organized, somewhat automated yet 
flexible system that aids management in functions such as opera- 
tions, problem determination, change control, performance, ac- 
counting, and security. In this and future issues we will look at 
different ways to accomplish this control. One approach to com- 
munications network management is to provide centralized  con- 
trol which is integrated into the Systems Network Architecture 
user network. This kind of approach is illustrated in the paper by 
Weingarten, which focuses on  two program products that pro- 
vide centralized operator control and problem determination ca- 
pabilities for a network. 

Preface tions-oriented applications, the need for  an organized  approach 

When IBM announced the 8100 Information System, a new full- 
function operating system specifically designed to support dis- 
tributed processing was also announced. This operating system, 
Distributed Processing Programming Executive (DPPX), is  the 
subject of several papers in this issue. The paper by Kiely pre- 
sents  an overview of  DPPX, outlining the structure of the oper- 
ating system and the particular characteristics that uniquely sup- 
port distributed processing. Albrecht and Thomason describe 
the input-output facilities of DPPX, emphasizing the layered 
structure and architecture of these services in their paper. The 
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