


tion of a prototype office system within IBM. The initial study 
looked at the activities of principals, secretaries, and clerical 
personnel, and developed some objectives for office systems 
and the corresponding application requirements. These require- 
ments  were  then tested  by running the prototype office system 
using a program developed  by the IBM Federal Systems Division 
expressly for the office study. 

The paper by Gruhn and Hohl describes the use of a computer in 
office work at the  IBM  Thomas J. Watson Research Center. With 
the availability of computing resources and display terminals at 
the Center, many off ice aids have been developed and put to use 
by  both administrative and professional members of this re- 
search community. The paper  describes the more popular aids, 
discusses the problems encountered in  the growth of the  system, 
and summarizes reactions observed by  the authors, who are 
consultants to the users. 

The final paper, by Shah on automated programming, illustrates 
a way to ease the installation effort in sensor-based applications. 
Such applications have special programming requirements, yet 
frequently they are installed by persons who are  unfamiliar with 
computer operations. A number of approaches have been under- 
taken to ease the installation effort. For the popular application 
area of energy management, automated programming was de- 
veloped for the IBM System/7 and improved for the Series/l. 
Shah's paper describes these programming approaches and 
their results. 

Last year, the Journal published  a paper describing a program- 
ming discipline called the Data Stream Linkage Mechanism. This 
issue contains an interesting Forum  in which some practical ap- 
plications of this discipline are discussed. 
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