
tors rely heavily on the  advice of referees, professionals who are 
willing to  contribute  their time and energy  to maintaining the 
standards of this journal. By tradition, refereeing is anonymous, 
so an author  never knows the  exact  source of advice,  comments 
or criticism. In evaluating contributions, we usually select at 
least  three  referees. To ensure impartiality, at least  one  referee is 
chosen from outside IBM. 

Refereeing is purely voluntary;  the only direct  reward  referees 
receive is the benefit of seeing a revised and  strengthened  paper 
in print.  Listed below are those  who  served as referees from 
January 1975 through March 1977. On joining the  journal, I 
thought it would be appropriate  to maintain a list of referees and 
to  thank them periodically on behalf of our  contributors,  the 
editors  and  our  readers. On leaving, I would like to add my per- 
sonal  thanks  to  each of them  for helping to make my three  years 
as Editor a truly rewarding and enriching experience. 
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