
Systems Network Architecture  (SNA)  provides a  framework for 
combining  hardware and  software components into  an efficient, 
coherent teleprocessing system. To put  this  architecture into  an 
historical  perspective,  the first paper  in  this issue,  by Mc- 
Fadyen, is an overview  in  which the functional layers of  SNA 
are  defined as follows: 

Preface 
Transmission management  controls the actual  flow of traffic 
through the network;  functional  management  controls the  format 
of information sent to and from the application  layers;  applica- 
tion  consists of user application  programs  in the  host computer 
and  equivalent  functions  in other nodes. 

These functional layers  are discussed  in more detail  in the 
three following  papers.  Cullum  describes  the  transmission sub- 
system and  its  organization, its logical  and  physical  aspects, 
and its components.  Hobgood  elaborates on part of the func- 
tional  management layer, the Network  Control  Program.  This 
program interfaces  with application  programs  and  access 
methods  in  the host computer,  on  one  side,  and  with a  variety  of 
SNA components,  including other Network  Control  Programs, 
on  the  other. 

Communication between  the application  programs  and  the 
SNA network is  controlled  by  the Virtual Telecommunications 
Access  Method, a component of the host operating system 
described in the paper by Albrecht  and Ryder. VTAM provides 
the primary  operating system support for SNA functions,  includ- 
ing  overall network  management, management of the  host node, 
data transformations  necessary for end-user communication, 
and  data  transmission. 
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